Thank you for considering our program!

Every contribution helps!!
Research by industry
In addition to academic researchers, industrysponsored research (such as those employed by
pharmaceutical companies) also have use for
samples and information collected by the ACRB.
Many studies conducted by industry and
academic researchers are similar and share goals
such as gaining a better understanding of why
certain people have different responses to cancer
drugs and the development of new tests and
treatments. Neither the ACRB nor participants will
be paid royalties.

Academic or industry research:
The choice is entirely yours
We will only consider distributing samples to
industry if the donors of those samples have given
permission for their materials and information to
be used for this type of research. As with
academic research, any industry-sponsored
research must first be approved by a Research
Ethics Board and further approved by the ACRB
Access Committee.

Whether you wish to donate tissue from surgery, a
blood sample or access to your de-identified health
information, every consent is greatly valuable for
research.

For more information, please visit our website:

www.acrb.ca

ACRB Information Brochure

Or email: bio.bank@ahs.ca

If you have any questions, please contact:
Calgary and Southern Alberta:
Phone: 403.521.3249
Tom Baker Cancer Centre (Room CC123B)
1331 29 St NW, Calgary, AB, T2N 4N2

Edmonton and Northern Alberta:
Phone: 780.432.8938
Cross Cancer Institute

Biobanking: Changing the future one
person at a time

11560 University Ave, Edmonton, AB, T6G 1Z2

The ACRB is part of AHS CancerControl Alberta.
Prior funding was provided by the Canadian Breast
Cancer Foundation-Prairies/NWT Region and the
Alberta Cancer Foundation.

Information Brochure B 2.800 Rev2 (May-2017)
Ethics ID HREBA-17056

Introduction to the ACRB
You are invited to participate in the Alberta Cancer
Research Biobank (ACRB), which is operated by
Alberta Health Services (AHS).
A biobank is a collection of biological samples,
including blood and tissue, which are donated for
use in medical research. The ACRB collects all
types of samples (normal, benign or cancerous) as
all samples are immensely valuable for research.
The goal of the ACRB is to support research to
advance our understanding and treatment of
cancer and other health conditions. All researchers
applying for samples must be approved by a
Research Ethics Board.

Your participation is entirely voluntary.
Your decision to participate will not affect your
medical care in any way. It is important to read this
information brochure carefully and discuss with
your doctor, friends or family if you wish.

How do I participate?
If you choose to participate, you have the option to
provide one or both of the following:
1. Consent for research use of a small sample of
tissue that will be (or has been) removed during
surgery and would otherwise be discarded (no
additional tissue is removed).
2. Provide a voluntary blood sample (1-4 Tbsp)
You will also be asked to provide consent to the
following questions (you can say YES or NO to any):
 Research use of your samples for cancer and
other health conditions?
 Permission to be contacted if eligible for future
Research?
 Research use of your samples for cancer and
other health conditions by industry?

Who will access my medical records?
If you choose to participate, trained personnel will
access only relevant medical information from your
health records, including the provincial electronic
health record. All participants and their samples are
de-identified and researchers will have no direct
link to your identity. Your privacy is strictly
protected by the provincial Health Information Act.

What are the benefits?
While there is no direct
benefit
to
you
for
participating, you will help
future
patients
by
supporting research across
the continuum of cancer
care,
prevention
and
survivorship. The results
of these studies will not affect your treatment, nor
will results be included in your health record or
given to your doctor. You will not be paid for your
participation or for research discoveries.

Will my samples and information be
kept confidential and secure?
Privacy laws are strictly observed by the ACRB and
disclosure of information is only conducted in
accordance with the Alberta Health Information
Act. Biological samples and medical data collected
from ACRB participants are kept in secured
storage environments within AHS. If you consent
to participate in other ethically-approved research
studies, biospecimens and relevant health
information may be shared with these groups in
accordance with AHS privacy policies and
provincial regulations.

What if I change my mind?
The choice to allow the ACRB to keep your
samples for future research is entirely voluntary.
You can change your mind at any time by
contacting the ACRB to withdraw from the
program, and your samples will be destroyed.

Thank you for considering participation
in our biobank

What are the risks?
Participating in the ACRB should not cause you any
harm. As tissue is being (or has been) removed for
diagnosis or treatment at the time of surgery, we do
not request removal of any additional tissue. If
possible, your blood sample will be obtained at the
same time as blood samples required for your
medical care. There is always a small risk of pain,
bruising, or infection when
blood is collected from a
vein. This risk is no greater
than it would be for taking
blood samples as part of
your clinical care.

It is important to return the consent form with
your decision and signature. If you decide to
participate, your samples will not be released to
research for 6 months to ensure that any samples
needed for your personal care are available to
your medical team.
Please sign and complete the
enclosed consent form.

If you have any questions,
please phone:
403.521.3249 (Calgary) or
780.432.8938 (Edmonton)

